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IN THE 

HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT

	In the Interest of L.R., DOB 03/04/1956,

      by Maynard Rave, Sr., Guardian

              Petitioner,

 v.
Ho-Chunk Nation Office of Tribal Enrollment,

              Respondent.
	
	Case No.:  CV 08-24




ORDER

(Addressing Contempt)

On February 13, 2009, the Court released funds from the CTF account of L.R., DOB 03/04/1956, to pay for costs associated with ongoing rent payments.  Order (Pet. Granted) (HCN Tr. Ct., Feb. 13, 2009). The Court issued two successive judgments entitled Order (Requesting Accounting), Order (Demanding Accounting), and an Order (Show Cause).  On July 14, 2010, the Court issued an Order (Contempt), ordering the petitioner to submit account by November 26, 2010 or be held in contempt of court.  On November 15, 2010, the Court held an additional hearing, and Mr. Rave provided some of the documentation, including proof of past due rent and past due child support.  However, the guardian was unable to provide documentation for the funds expended for rent between February 2009 through May 2010.  Contempt Hr’g (LPER, Nov. 15, 2010, 03:03:19 CST).
On January 17, 2011, the petitioner submitted a final accounting.  Mr. Rave provided an Affidavit, which indicated that Mr. Rave provided eight hundred dollars ($800.00) towards the rent of L.R., DOB 03/04/1956.  Aff. at 1.  The ward moved, and did not pay rent between June 2009 and May 2010.  During this time, he lived in a nursing home, as well as with his mother.  LPER, 03:04:03 CST.  Mr. Rave provided the remaining funds, $2,200.00 to L.R. for L.R.’s personal use.  Aff. at 1.

Mr. Rave violated the court order.  Specifically, the judgment stated, “the guardian did state that he would be searching for a more permanent dwelling for the ward, preferably through the Ho-Chunk Nation.  Therefore, the Court will release prospective payments to the guardian. However, once a new location is found, the guardian must notify the Court immediately, and provide the Court with an updated address, and return any additional funds.”  Order (Pet. Granted), CV 08-24 (HCN Tr. Ct., Feb. 13, 2009) at 9-10.  The same judgment stated, “[t]he petitioner shall submit a financial report along with relevant documentation (e.g., receipts and invoices) to the Court within three (3) months after receipt of the disbursement, confirming the specified used of the funds. . . . the petitioner must submit any excess funds to the Court in the form of a check.”  Id. at 11.  The guardian should not have redirected the funds for the ward’s personal usage, which expressly violated the court order.  Nonetheless, the Court accepts the Affidavit, and notes that all of the funds have been accounted.  
The Court recommends that Mr. Maynard Rave be removed from guardian of L.R., DOB 03/04/1956 due to Mr. Rave’s inability to ensure compliance with the judgments of the Court.  The Court notes that Mr. Rave attempted compliance, but ultimately noted in open court that he did not wish to serve as guardian due to the demands of the Court and difficulty with accounting. Contempt Hr’g (LPER, Nov. 15, 2010, 03:07:58 CST).

IT IS SO ORDERED this 19th day of January 2011, by the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial Court located in Black River Falls, WI within the sovereign lands of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

Honorable Amanda L. Rockman
Associate Trial Court Judge
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