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IN THE

HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT

	Ho-Chunk Nation and Ho-Chunk Housing & Community Development Agency,
             Plaintiffs,

v.

Troy Swallow,

             Defendant. 
	
	Case No.:  CV 09-11



ORDER

(Requiring Amended Complaint)


On March 6, 2009, the plaintiffs, by and through Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Justice Attorney Wendi A. Huling, permissibly filed an amended pleading.  See Ho-Chunk Nation Rules of Civil Procedure (hereinafter HCN R. Civ. P.), Rule 21 (allowing a party to file an amended pleading without leave of the Court, provided that the responsive timeframe has not expired).
  However, the plaintiffs fail to incorporate a “short, plain statement[ ] of the grounds upon which the Court's jurisdiction depends.”  HCN R. Civ. P. 3(A).  The plaintiffs instead cite the constitutional Case and Controversy Clause, which only serves to pose the relevant inquiry, i.e., upon what legal authority can the Court maintain subject matter jurisdiction?
  Am. Compl., CV 09-11 (Mar. 6, 2009) at 1 (citing Constitution of the Ho-Chunk Nation, Art. VII, § 5(a)).  

The Court declines to process the instant action for reasons articulated in an earlier decision.  Ho-Chunk Casino & Hotel et al. v. Rory E. Thundercloud et al., CV 04-36 (HCN Tr. Ct., Aug. 17, 2005).  Consequently, the Court shall require the plaintiffs to file a second amended complaint within thirty (30) days of the issuance of this decision.  The defendant shall receive ten (10) days to respond to the amended complaint after its filing with the Court.  HCN R. Civ. P. 21.  Both parties must deliver copies of all filed documents to one another by regular mail.  HCN R. Civ. P. 5(B), (C)(3).  
IT IS SO ORDERED this 23rd day of April 2009, by the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial Court located in Black River Falls, WI within the sovereign lands of the Ho-Chunk Nation.
Honorable Todd R. Matha

Chief Trial Court Judge 
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� Parties can obtain a copy of the applicable rules by contacting the Ho-Chunk Nation Judiciary at (715) 284-2722 or (800) 434-4070 or visiting the judicial website at www.ho-chunknation.com/?PageID=123.


� The Court even requires pro se litigants to identify a source of subject matter jurisdiction when choosing to use the boilerplate pleading form.  See http://www.ho-chunknation.com/UserFiles/Complaint07(1).pdf (last visited Apr. 23, 2009).
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