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IN THE 

HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT

	Karen M. Redhawk,

              Plaintiff,

 v.
Ho-Chunk Nation and Ho-Chunk Housing Authority,

              Defendants. 
	
	Case No.:  CV 98-30 




ORDER

(Denial of Motion)

On January 18, 2006, the defendants, by and through Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Justice Attorney Michelle M. Cleveland, filed Defendants' Motion to Dismiss for Lack of Activity, arguing that the Court should dismiss the instant action on the basis of case inactivity in excess of six (6) months.  See Ho-Chunk Nation Rules of Civil Procedure (hereinafter HCN R. Civ. P.), Rule 56(B).
  Three (3) judges have presided over this matter since its filing on April 15, 1998, including former Chief Judges Mark D. Butterfield and William H. Bossman.  On July 1, 2005, current Chief Judge Todd R. Matha accepted the assignment by virtue of his predecessors' inability to enter a final decision.  At present, the Court is actively attempting to resolve long-standing suits that remained dormant during prior judicial assignments.  The Court maintains jurisdiction over seventeen (17) such suits, and provides monthly reports to the Ho-Chunk Nation Supreme Court in regards to the status of these cases.  See Admin. Rule SU 05-01 (HCN S. Ct., Apr. 9, 2005).

The relevant procedural rule explicitly confers discretion upon the Court as to whether to grant a party's motion to dismiss.  HCN R. Civ. P. 54(B).  The Court shall not grant a dismissal of the instant case since the plaintiff cannot be held responsible for judicial neglect.  The Court will endeavor to enter a decision as soon as practicable despite its present lack of a full contingent of judicial officers.
   
IT IS SO ORDERED this 20th day of January 2006, by the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial Court located in Black River Falls, WI within the sovereign lands of the Ho-Chunk Nation.
Honorable Todd R. Matha

Chief Trial Court Judge 
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� Parties can obtain a copy of the applicable rules by contacting the Ho-Chunk Nation Judiciary at (715) 284-2722 or (800) 434-4070 or visiting the judicial website at www.ho-chunknation.com/government/judicial/cons_law.htm.





� On December 7, 2005, the Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature rescinded the resolution that confirmed Attorney Tina F. Gouty-Yellow's January 2, 2006 appointment to the position of Associate Judge.  HCN Leg. Res. 12-07-05A.  Attorney Yellow served her last day as Associate Judge Pro Tempore on December 31, 2005.
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